HSE publishes Phase 1 of alternative pharmacy locations
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As part of the ongoing programme to lower medicine prices, the rates payable to pharmacists for providing medicines under the State Drugs Schemes (e.g. Medical Card, Long Term Illness Scheme etc.) are being reduced.As a result, some pharmacists have advised the HSE that from 1st August 2009 they will stop filling prescriptions under these Schemes.The HSE is putting in place alternative arrangements to ensure that everyone who requires medicines under the State Drugs Schemes can continue to access them.

Based on the information currently available, HSE operated pharmacies are being set up in the following locations:

o       St Patrick's Hospital, Summerhill, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co.Leitrim 

o       Aras Naomh Chaolain, Knock Road, Castlerea, Co. Roscommon 

o       DonegalCommunity Hospital, Donegal Town, Co.Donegal 

o       Dungloe Community Hospital, Dungloe, Co. Donegal 

o       Carndonagh Community Hospital, Convent Road, Carndonagh, Co. Donegal 

o       Falcarragh Community Hospital, Falcarragh, Co. Donegal 

o       St Marys Hospital, Castlebar, Co. Mayo 

o       Mercy Road, Ballina, Co Mayo 

o       Arus Deirbhle, Belmullet, Co Mayo 

o       Cherryfield House, Coolgrane, Killarney, Co. Kerry 

o       19 Denny Street t, Tralee, Co. Kerry 

o       Listowel Community Hospital, Listowel, Co. Kerry 

These pharmacies represent Phase 1 of the HSE Pharmacy Contingency Programme. Additional pharmacies may be added as more information becomes available on the existing pharmacies that will be withdrawing service. These locations are currently being fitted for operation by 1st August 2009. Arrangements are also being made to enable hospitals to dispense higher than usual volumes of medicines.

Last week the HSE, through advertisements in newspapers in Northern Ireland, invited expressions of interest from border county pharmacy contractors with the Health and Social Care Board of Northern Ireland to dispense medicines to HSE clients from 1st August 2009.

The HSE’s Chief Pharmacist (Contracts Office) Kate Mulvenna said; “It will not be possible to replace every pharmacy which withdraws service on a like for like basis so patients and clients may have to travel further than normal to have their prescription filled. We would encourage family, friends and neighbours to assist vulnerable people who may have transport difficulties to secure their medication.

Community pharmacists are an important part of our health services and we hope that local pharmacists will continue to provide these services. We are doing everything possible to make sure patients and clients can have their prescriptions filled, should their usual pharmacist withdraw services, by either directing them to participating pharmacists in their area or to alternative arrangements that we have put in place.

Our advice to people who are concerned is that the first thing to do is to ask their pharmacists if they will be withdrawing services from 1st August 2009 or if they will be continuing to provide a service to them.”

During the coming weeks the HSE will provide information on pharmacies which have confirmed that they will continue to participate in the Schemes. This will be done through the HSE Infoline 1850 24 1850, advertisements and this website.

The HSE Infoline operates from 8am to 8pm, Monday to Saturday.

 

